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The Commission for Gender Equality 

(CGE) joined Government Printing Works 

(GPW) in its efforts to call on men to fight 

against gender-based violence (GBV). 

During a virtual session organised by GPW, 

the Commission’s spokesperson, Mr. Javu 

Baloyi, addressed men under a theme: 

“Men as Agents of Change,”.  

 

“Men have always been criticised as 

enablers of gender-based violence by not 

calling out abusers within their midst. 

Calling out friends and colleagues will be 

the beginning of directly dealing with 

GBV” Baloyi said. “Boy children need to 

be equipped on how to treat women and 

other young boys, because this will instil 

values of respect for others” he added.  

 

Baloyi added that men should be 

encouraged to be ambassadors in their 

communities to inspire young boys, “Good 

role modelling will help shape the next 

generation. Let us not be present absent 

fathers who believe money can sort out 

issues. Let us talk frankly to the boy child,” 

said Mr Baloyi. 
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The Commission for Gender Equality 

has acknowledged that men can also fall 

victim to abuse and ill treatment. As a 

result the Commission has repeatedly 

encouraged for men to also be allowed 

safe platforms where they can express 

their feelings and share on their 

challenges and to have access to the help 

that they may require without being 

ridiculed or discriminated against.  

 

“Men need to also shift their mindset in 

so far as not talking about their 

challenges. We understand that men who 

cannot provide for their families are 

often regarded as failures, and this should 

not be the case. We must also help 

change the narrative that boys or men do 

not cry,” added Mr Baloyi. Statistics 

point to high numbers of suicide by men. 

In 2019, The Global Health Estimates 

Suicide by the World Health 

Organisation worldwide reported that 

13 774 suicides were reported in South 

Africa. Of these, 10 861 were male 

suicides while 2 913 were females.  

 

 

Role of Men in Boys’ Lives 

and GBV Fight 
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The 100-day challenge on NSP-GBVF 

roll out for Pillar 3 where the focus area 

is Maintenance in the Bloemfontein 

Magistrate Court, has been underway 

through a multisectoral collaboration.  

 

It has been identified that one of the 

challenges leading to delayed finalisation 

of maintenance matters is the lack of 

knowledge by the community on court 

processes for maintenance. Maintenance 

also contributes to GBVF that emanates 

from disagreements between parents or 

partners. CGE collaborated with  

‘Re Ya Aha’ Foundation on 29 June 

2022 in Turflaagte, Bloemfontein to 

address issues related to maintenance. 

The Department of Justice and 

Constitutional Development, The Office 

of the Family Advocate, the National 

Prosecuting Authority and Legal Aid 

South African, and the SAPS were also 

present.  The NPA highlighted the 

importance of Sec 31 criminal 

prosecutions, for failure to comply with 

a maintenance court order. Men raised 

concerns about SAPS and their failure to 

assist with complaints and 

investigations 

 

Right to Health and Social 

Protection in Africa 
Commissioner Dibeela Mothupi of the 

Commission for Gender Equality 

attended the Second High-Level 

Continental Seminar on the Right to 

Health and Social Protection in Africa, 

which was jointly organised by the 

Chairperson of the Working Group in 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and 

the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 

Women in Africa, of the Commission on 

Human and People’s Rights. The Seminar 

took place between the 27 to the 29 June 

in Windoek, Namibia. The objective of 

the seminar was to raise awareness for 

stakeholders that were not well 

represented in the first seminar, on the 

African Charter, the Maputo Protocol and 

other relevant instruments regarding the 

provision of adequate and affordable 

health care and social protection services 

to citizens, especially women; remind the  

Tackling Child Maintenance 

Issues in the Free State 

Gender-Based Violence annually costs 

the SA government between R28,4 

billion and R42.4 billion. “Without the 

impact of VAW on the public health 

services, in many parts of SA there is 

poor access to formal psychological or 

even medical support, meaning that 

many survivors of VAW are unable to 

access the care they need. 

 

 

Commissioner Mothupi spoke to the 

issue of violence against women and its 

impact on the right to health. South Africa 

(SA) is notorious for its high levels of 

violence against women (VAW), in 2021 

SA released a report which stated that one 

out of five women in SA had experienced 

physical violence by a partner.  

 

 

State Parties of their obligations under 

these instruments. Furthermore, the 

seminar sought to address the need to give 

priority to health care and social protection 

services through the use of effective 

legislative and other measures including 

reforms of their health sectors. 
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