
 

 

 

 

 

Media Release 
 
For Immediate release: 04 March 2022 
 
To: Editors, Producers and Reporters 
 
Gender Commission’s Position on the Coerced/Forced Sterilisation matter 
 
On the 10th February 2022, Minister of the National Department of Health (NDOH) 
Dr. Mathume Joseph Phaahla gave a written response to the question that was 
asked by Honourable Naledi Nokukhanya Chirwa regarding the women who were 
coerced/forced to sterilise due to their HIV&AIDS status. Subsequent to this 
question, and the written reply by Dr. Phaahla the Commission for Gender Equality 
(CGE) has been inundated with questions in order to ascertain its position on the 
matter. 
 
The Commission for Gender Equality hereby states categorically that it is facilitating 
discussions between the NDOH, the women and their respective legal 
representatives as per the recommendations of the CGE report.  These discussions 
have not, to CGE 's knowledge, been concluded.  
 
 As such, the CGE is unfortunately not able to comment on various issues and 
considerations made by NDOH until a formal communication from NDOH is shared 
with the CGE and the concerned legal representatives of the women. Once a formal 
progress report is received, the NDOH, CGE and legal representatives will discuss and 
provide away forward on the matter. 
 
Owing to the sensitive of the matter at hand, the CGE would not be making further 
comments.  
 

Issued by Commission for Gender Equality 

Contact Person: Javu Baloyi (Spokesperson) 

Cell: 083 579 3306 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commission for Gender Equality is established in terms of Section 181 of 

the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa to promote respect for 

gender equality and the protection, development, and attainment of gender 

equality. 

Toll Free Number: 0800 007 709. GBV Toll Free Number: 0800 428 428, Stop 

Gender Violence: 0800 150 150 Witness, Survivors and victims of GBV can send 

Please Call Me at *120*7867# 

 

 

 

 

 


