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Taking the Women 

Empowerment Call to the 

Gender Conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Commissioner Lindiwe Ntuli-Tloubatla 

 
Commissioner Lindiwe Ntuli-Tloubatla 

of the Commission for Gender Equality 

(CGE) addressed the recent Gender 

Conference of the Congress of South 

African Trade Unions (COSATU) held 

in Mpumalanga. COSATU hosted its 

Provincial Gender Conference at the 

Ermelo Town Hall. The conference took 

place over a period of two days, 25 and 

26 January. Commissioner Ntuli-

Tloubatla was one of the speakers who 

addressed the people at the conference 

on the work of the Commission. 

“Amongst other work that we do as the 

Commission, we also have the power to 

subpoena institutions, from both the  

 

 

private and public sector where we feel 

there might be issues of gender 

transformation that is not taking place, 

gender discrimination or gender 

exploitation” Ntuli-Tloubatla said. The 

Commissioner also called for women to 

guard against divisions in leadership. 

“We need a paradigm shift or a change 

as women, where we would love, support 

and empower one another, replicating 

the best practice that was done by 

Charlotte Maxeke. When she was up 

there, she didn’t suppress other women, 

but made it possible for them to be lifted 

up” she added. 

Koketso Sekhu has been the Gauteng 

Education Officer at the Commission 

for Gender Equality since September 

2016. She grew up in Soshanguve, and 

later moved to Akasia in the suburb of 

Karen Park in Pretoria. Koketso 

believes that inequality in the country is 

influenced by sociological school of 

thoughts. “Addressing the issue of 

inequality goes beyond the labour 

market, skills development reforms and 

the informal sector regulated by the 

mainstream sector, our economy 

requires radical transformation towards 

sectors linked to serving a population 

that is not homogenous,” she says. 

Furthermore, she asserts that the 

pandemic has exacerbated socio-

economic stressors, leading to people  
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Koketso Sekhu: Gauteng Education 

Officer                                                 
 

losing their employment, experiencing 

food insecurities, families collapsing and 

heightened cases of mental illnesses. 

Koketso enjoys the independence and 

creativity her work affords her; being able 

to engage with likeminded institutions 

that allow her to absorb and transfer 

knowledge and skills to people who need 

them. 
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Addressing Statutory 

Rape Crisis in SA 
 

In September of 2021, the Gauteng 

Department of Health revealed that it had 

recorded more than 23 000 teenage 

pregnancies between April of 2020 and 

March of 2021. While many girls under 

the age of 16 are impregnated by their 

peers, the many others are impregnated 

by men older them, which highlights the 

issue of statutory rape that we face in the 

country.  

 

Provinces have been reporting high levels 

of teenage pregnancies over the years. 

“South Africa has a statutory rape crisis, 

and this crisis must be addressed through 

the criminal justice that starts with police 

investigations and arrests, proceeds to 

 

court, and concludes in convictions. As 

a response to this growing trend, the 

Department of Education moved to 

gazette a policy that orders schools to 

report pregnancies of under 16-year-old 

to the police.  

 

In a statement released to the media after 

the announcement by the Department of 

Basic Education, the Commission said it 

had confidence that the police and the 

National Prosecuting Authority will 

play its part in ensuring that all cases of 

statutory rape are thoroughly 

investigated and successfully 

prosecuted. 

The Commission is 

concerned with issues 

and cases of gender-

based violence 

against women, 

children and any 

member of society 

who may fall victim 

to violent abuse, 

including hate crimes 

against members of 

the LGBTI+ 

community. We 

invite affected people 

to report gender abuse 

and violence on our 

toll-free number on 

0800 007 709 or to 

email us on 

info@cge.org.za. 

Other methods of 

lodging a complaint 

with us include 

downloading the 

form on our website, 

completing the online 

form or directly email 

from our website. 

Lodging a Complaint with the Commission for Gender 

Equality 
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