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The Commission for Gender Equality expresses unwavering support for Caster 

Semenya’s case at the European Courts of Human Rights 

 

 

The Commission for Gender Equality (CGE) wishes to express its unwavering 

support for Caster Semenya following her unsuccessful attempt in Germany to 

qualify for the Tokyo Olympics. While we are supporting her to qualify for the 

Paris Olympic Games in 2024, we are also confident that the European Court 

of Human Rights will overturn the ruling by the Court of Arbitration for Sports 

(CAS) in Switzerland that banned Ms. Semenya from participating in the 400m 

and 800m international competitions, wherein her strength lies.  

 

We are still firmly opposed to the decision by World Athletics to subject 

female athletes to testosterone testing, as this is against the fundamental right 

to personal dignity and freedom to participate in sport activities. “The 

Commission’s opposition is based on a strong conviction that the impact of 

this regulation will be detrimental to many female athletes like Caster and 

violates their human rights,” said Ms. Tamara Mathebula, Chairperson of the 

Commission for Gender Equality. 

 

The CGE wishes to call on the private and public sectors, Non-Governmental 

Organisations, the sporting fraternity, Faith Based Organisations and the 

gender rights movements to support Ms. Semenya’s appeal at the European 

Court of Human Rights. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

“In our view, this is not a Caster Semenya issue, but a gender oppression and 

human rights issue that will continue to linger in sport and athletic spaces far 

beyond Semenya’s era and perpetuate the continuous discrimination against 

many more female athletes” Ms. Mathebula added. 
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The Commission for Gender Equality is established in terms of Section 181 of the 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa to promote respect for gender equality 

and the protection, development, and attainment of gender equality. 

Toll Free Number: 0800 007 709. GBV Toll Free Number: 0800 428 428, Stop Gender 

Violence: 0800 150 150 Witness, Survivors and victims of GBV can send Please Call Me 

at *120*7867# 

 


